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The pandemic is an opportunity 
to build forward better



The 76th Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) will open on 14 September 
2021 and extend into September 2022. This 
will be a new opportunity to move towards a 
stronger multilateralism, better aligned with 
the 2030 Agenda.

As every year, the most politically relevant 
moment of the Assembly sessions will be during 
the General Debate, to be held between 21 
and 27 September.

This year, the Debate has authorized the 
presence in the Hall of the General Assembly 
of national delegations, applying certain 
restrictions and protocols due to the pandemic. 
However, the “Arrangements for the high-

level meetings and the general debate of the 
seventy-sixth session of the General Assembly” 
(A/INF/76/4) leaves open the possibility of pre-
recorded video statements. The United States, 
as the host country of the UN headquarters, 
has sent the Organization’s Secretary-General 
and Member Countries a diplomatic note that 
reads: 

“The United States, as the host country of the U.N. 
Headquarters, bears a significant responsibility 
and we need your support to prevent UNGA 76 
High-Level Week from being a superspreader 
event (…) In light of current health concerns, 
heads of delegation should consider delivering 
their statements to the U.N. General Assembly’s 
General Debate by video.”

Presidency of 
the UNGA 76
This year, the presidency of the UNGA will be 
exercised by Abdulla Shahid, Foreign Minister 
of Maldives1. The exercise of these duties taken 
on by a Small Island Developing State with a 
mostly Islamic population will be a challenge to 
its capacity, which must be reinforced through 
international collaboration and cooperation.

In his Vision Statement entitled “A Presidency of 
Hope” and presented as part of a process that 
resulted in his election for the presidency, Mr. 
Shahid sets forth five priorities for his term:

1. Recovering from COVID-19

2. Rebuilding sustainability

3. Responding to the needs of the planet

4. Respecting the rights of all

5. Revitalizing the United Nations

1. Bio in this link
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https://undocs.org/es/A/INF/76/4
https://www.un.org/pga/75/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2021/04/Maldives.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/75/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2021/04/FM-Shahid-Bio-Note-Final-1.pdf


In pursuit of these objectives, he is committed to 
action guided by the principles of inclusiveness, 
equity, representation, and transparency.

High-level meetings of the 
UNGA 76
The 76th General Assembly will include five high-
level meetings: 

• High-level meeting on the 20th Anniversary 
of the Durban Declaration and Programme of 
Action: 22 September 2021

• High-level plenary meeting to commemorate 
and promote the International Day for the Total 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: 28 September 
2021 

• High-level meeting on the Global Plan of Action 
on Trafficking in Persons: 22-23 November 

• High-level meeting on the New Urban Agenda 
(Habitat III): 28 April 2022 

• High-level plenary meeting to commemorate 
and promote the International Day against 
Nuclear Tests: 29 August 2022

Additionally, there will be a commemorative 
meeting for the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (21 March 
2022) and an interactive dialogue on Harmony 
with Nature (22 April 2022).

As president of the UNGA 76, Mr. Shahid has 
proposed the General Debate theme “Building 
resilience through hope: To recover from 
COVID-19, rebuild sustainability, respond to 
the needs of the planet, respect the rights of 
people, and revitalize the United Nations.”
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Elements to which we 
should pay attention
In addition to what we have pointed out above, 
during the UNGA 76 period, there will be other 
events linked to its work. We note the following:

1. SDG Moment: an annual initiative of the 
Secretary-General that was launched in 2020 
and will be repeated annually during the day 
before the General Debate. This event seeks 
to position the SDGs within the debates.

2. Presentation of the Secretary-General’s 
Report on the future of the UN: 2020 saw 
the 75-year anniversary of the United Nations. 
In this context, the Secretary-General was 
asked to prepare a report on the future of the 
UN, which will be presented at the UNGA in 
September 2021.

3. Food Systems Summit: convened by the 
Secretary-General within the framework 

of the Decade of Action, the meeting will 
take place on 23 September 2021 with the 
main goal of developing measures to boost 
quantifiable achievements to fulfil the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development linked 
to food issues.

4. UN Biodiversity Conference: (COP 15): to 
define the “post-Aichi” biodiversity targets. 
This conference has been postponed three 
times due to COVID-19. The latest information 
indicates that it will be divided in two parts: a 
virtual segment between 11 and 15 October 
2021, and an on-site segment between 25 
April and 8 May 2022, in Kunming, China.

Of course, the developments of COVID-19 and 
access to vaccines will remain key issues.
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Cepei’s work around the 
General Assembly
Since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, Cepei has been 
monitoring the main debates and documents arising 
from the UN General Assembly and contributes to 
its strengthening as the most democratic institution 
in the Organization, which has participation from all 
Member States with equal voting rights.

In particular, Cepei follows-up the General Debate 
in real time, focusing on the participation of Latin 
American and Caribbean countries, and issuing 
annual reports (See the 2020 report) on its results.

By means of the Transparency Tracker initiative, Cepei 
makes available the statements made by the region’s 
countries at the General Debate on each SDG.

Follow-up by Cepei at the Assembly is based on 
the fact that the UNGA is the institution that better 

represents multilateralism in the international 
scene, and both the response and recovery 
processes and the action of a strengthened 
multilateralism must be based on action-oriented, 
data-based and adequately financed decisions.

A weak multilateralism produces ineffective, 
expensive responses to global problems, such as 
COVID-19 has demonstrated. 

The lessons learned, capacity building and 
thought mobilization produced by COVID-19 
has shown that a pandemic context is the 
opportunity to Build Forward Better. That is: 
overcoming the temptation to rebuild and, instead, 
build a better, future-oriented, sustainable world 
that is aligned with the 2030 Agenda commitments.
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https://cepei.org/documents/america-latina-caribe-75-asamblea-general/
https://cepei.org/en/initiative/position-tracker-2/


For more information, please contact:
Javier Surasky 

Program Officer, Governance and Finance 
for Sustainable Development 

j.surasky@cepei.org


