
A Global South Data Lab for Sustainable 
Development

DataRepública is a digital hub for the creation of data-based 
knowledge and storytelling. Cepei developed DataRepública for 
organizations and individuals committed to and invested in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Hub makes data analysis more accessible and reveals the 
connections and relationships between data, sources, and the path 
to meet the SDGs. The platform’s objectives are to:

•	Inform and strengthen decision-making, data entrepreneurship, 
and new ways to communicate by offering qualified official and 
non-traditional data.

•	Promote multi-stakeholder partnerships, and provide the tools 
and advice on processes required for creative knowledge-
sharing and collaboration.

•	Build the capacity of sustainable development actors to create 
ownership when producing knowledge.

DataRepública is a one-stop platform that incorporates four distinct 
and interconnected components, each of them a standalone program:

1.	Conecta: Connects data sources and tracks their relationships 
with the SDGs. 

2.	Aprende: Builds users’ skills and strengthens their capacities to 
communicate and transfer knowledge.
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3.	Publica: Brings data to life with powerful stories and visualizations.

4.	Analiza: Enables development actors to transform data into 
knowledge.

Why Publica?
Don’t simply show your data. Tell a story with it.

Never before has humanity produced so much data of every kind. 
This data flood has promoted a high demand for its analysis, and 
especially of data connected to Latin American and Caribbean 
progress towards meeting the 2030 Agenda.

At DataRepública we understand that inadequate data visualization 
and the wrong narrative may become a barrier causing a disconnection 
between the users and the story behind the data, especially for 
readers or decision-makers that may not be data experts

Who Can Create Stories with Publica?

Sustainable development stakeholders like National Statistics Offices 
(NSOs), academia, multinational companies, civil society, and data 
communicators, in particular, have a vested interest in communicating 
effectively how they are contributing to the monitoring progress 
towards meeting the SDGs.

For Latin American and Caribbean stakeholders using data and 
stories to build their transparency, Publica:

1.	Expands	 your	 Impact. A tool and collaborative space for 
sharing progress and by showing facts and simplified analysis 
accompanied by a narrative, images, or video in user-friendly 
language that speaks to all and not just a technical few. Use 
your Stories for key advocacy moments. 

2.	Connects	you	to	Networks. Your team will collaborate with Cepei 
data and viz experts who are honed in on national, sub-national, 
and regional networks that share your needs and challenges. 

A New Reality:

The 2020 pandemic 
changed the way we create 
and transform data. Data 
practitioners and policy 
makers in Latin America 
and the Caribbean more 
than ever need open 
quality data, and spaces to 
collaborate and mobilize to 
meet the new challenges 
post COVID-19 --and more 
importantly-- to preserve 
their progress towards 
2030 and beyond.
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3.	Provides	evidence	of	progress. Stories support the evidence 
for local and national-level decision-making, encouraging key 
stakeholders to take action towards meeting the challenges for 
achieving the SDGs.

4.	Encourages	 a	 citizens’	 data	 culture by demonstrating the 
power of data to narrate social experiences that resonate.

How Does Publica Work? How can you create 
your Stories?

•	Stories must address one or more SDGs. 

•	The author connects with the DataRepublica team 

•	The author defines their story theme and together we assess your 
data needs, define a story creation calendar, and show you how 
to use the extensive DataRepublica databases and supporting 
analysis, which are at your entire disposal.

•	With Cepei guidance, use the Publica tools and create your story.

•	Publish and share!

The Data for Development and Governance for 
Development Units and the Cepei Communications 
Unit work together to strengthen your decision-
making.

Visit these tools for a broader view of Cepei’s work around the SDGs:

•	LAC Easy Access: a catalog that allows organized and 
straightforward access to a trove of SDG-related reports written 
and research conducted by different stakeholders.

•	The COVID-19 Data and Innovation Centre:Data and Innovation Centre: A digital 
platform that presents a complete global view of countries’ 
response after the pandemic. Timely, quality, global, national, 
and local data to inform policymakers and stakeholders making 
decisions about socioeconomic recovery. 
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Cepei: 
A Data-driven 
Think Tank from 
the Global South 

Cepei is an independent, 
non-profit think tank. 
Established in 2002 and 
headquartered in Bogota, 
Colombia, Cepei runs on 
diversity, free speech, 
and the creativity of its 
multidisciplinary team of 
issue experts and partners 
worldwide. Based on data 
and analysis, we empower 
people and institutions 
to find pathways towards 
sustainable development.

For	additional	information,	please	contact:	 
Fredy Rodríguez, Program officer data for sustainable 
development, at f.rodriguez@cepei.org

Partner with Publica

Share	your	data	story.	
We work to make the territories and population groups visible. Help us 
to do it by sharing your data story to be published in DataRepública.

Become	a	skills-based	fellow.	
We welcome practitioners who can apply their knowledge and share 
their talent and creativity to improve data storytelling in the region.

Donate.	
We run cost-efficient programs to improve the data ecosystem in the 
region. Your support is an investment to ensure the best teams tackle 
data challenges.

APROVECHAMIENTO DEL AGUA EN COSTA RICA

PUBLICA

La demografía territorial para formular políticas
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