
A Global South Data Lab for Sustainable 
Development

DataRepública is a digital hub for the creation of data-based 
knowledge and storytelling. Cepei developed DataRepública for 
organizations and individuals committed to and invested in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Hub makes data analysis more accessible and reveals the 
connections and relationships between data, sources, and the path 
to meet the SDGs. The platform’s objectives are to:

•	Inform and strengthen decision-making, data entrepreneurship, 
and new ways to communicate by offering qualified official and 
non-traditional data.

•	Promote multi-stakeholder partnerships, and provide the tools 
and advice on processes required for creative knowledge-
sharing and collaboration.

•	Build the capacity of sustainable development actors to create 
ownership when producing knowledge.

DataRepública is a one-stop platform that incorporates four distinct 
and interconnected components, each of them a standalone program:

1.	Conecta: Connects data sources and tracks their relationships 
with the SDGs. 

2.	Aprende: Builds users’ skills and strengthens their capacities to 
communicate and transfer knowledge.
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3.	Publica: Brings data to life with powerful stories and visualizations.

4.	Analiza: Enables development actors to transform data into 
knowledge.

Conecta
Data catalogue for Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
The Data Revolution for sustainable development triggered by 
the SDGs raised several critical challenges for the development 
community. Among all these obstacles, Conecta tackles three that 
are salient	and	solvable	in	the	region:

•	Data gaps that hinder the tracking of the countries’ progress.

•	Low participation levels from actors with the potential to generate 
and share or open their data.

•	The capacities to create knowledge based on data.

Conecta Fills Key Data Challenges

1.	Presents SDG-related data sources produced by traditional 
and non-traditional actors in the public and private sectors, 
academia, philanthropy, and multilateral agencies.

2.	Information is organized for ease of navigation tracking how 
Latin American and Caribbean countries	 are progressing 
towards meeting every	SDG. 

3.	Fills the data knowledge gaps that could result in a higher impact. 
The hub provides user-friendly tools for incorporating new data.

With Conecta, a broad range of sustainable development stakeholders 
and especially National Statistical Offices (NSOs), multilateral 
agencies research institutions and academia, governments at the 
national and sub-national levels, data communicators, companies, 
and civil society, have access to: 

•	A robust,	 user-friendly,	 and	 continuously	 updated	 tool	 to 
determine each country’s progress towards achieving the SDGs. 
To date, Conecta informs decision-makers in 5 countries with 
more than 3.000 dataset sources. 

A New Reality:

The 2020 pandemic 
changed the way we create 
and transform data. Data 
practitioners and policy 
makers in Latin America 
and the Caribbean more 
than ever need open 
quality data, and spaces to 
collaborate and mobilize to 
meet the new challenges 
post COVID-19 --and more 
importantly-- to preserve 
their progress towards 
2030 and beyond.
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•	Research,	 providing	 countries	 SDGs	 Commissions,	 NSOs,	
and	civil	society, deep, detailed knowledge about available data 
and the enabling environment for the SDGs monitoring process 
in Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Paraguay.

•	Comparative	 view	 of	 countries’	 progress towards meeting 
the SDGs.

Conecta Products:

Visit our website to see how these products can serve you or 
your organization:

1.	Annual	Research	Report	looking at country profiles and their open 
data policies, SDG governance mechanisms, National Statistical 
Systems, data availability, and progress in priority countries (first 
report in 2021), comparative analysis and trends between countries.

2.	Online	catalog to quickly find data on prioritized countries and 
every SDG. Includes insights about each data source´ quality 
attributes  (metadata). Build comparative views.

3.	User-friendly	 visualizations: allowing users to download the 
information they need and reuse it on other studies 

Conecta

For	additional	information,	
please	contact:	 
Fredy Rodríguez,  
Program officer data for 
sustainable development,  
at f.rodriguez@cepei.org
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Partner with Conecta

Become	a	data	partner.	
We build creative collaborations with national statistical offices, civil 
society, academia, the private sector, and other stakeholders in the 
data ecosystem.

Connect	us	with	data.	
If you are in the data community, connect us with your data and other 
data sources. 

Become	a	skills-based	fellow.	
We never work alone and welcome practitioners who can apply 
their knowledge and share their talent and creativity to improve data 
availability in the region.

Donate.	
We run cost-efficient programs to improve the data ecosystem in the 
region. Your support is an investment to ensure the best teams tackle 
data challenges that have measurable effects in our communities.

Cepei: 
A Data-driven 
Think Tank from 
the Global South 

Cepei is an independent, 
non-profit think tank. 
Established in 2002 and 
headquartered in Bogota, 
Colombia, Cepei runs on 
diversity, free speech, 
and the creativity of its 
multidisciplinary team of 
issue experts and partners 
worldwide. Based on data 
and analysis, we empower 
people and institutions 
to find pathways towards 
sustainable development.

4

@infoCEPEIwww.cepei.org @infoCEPEI Cepei - Centro de Pensamiento

https://cepei.org/en/home-english/

