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Hosted by the
UN Economic
Commission for
Western Africa
(ESCWA)

Meeting dates:
29 to 31 March 2021

Hybrid format
sessions
(primarily virtual)
Main Outcome
Document:
Report of the 2021
Arab Forum for
Sustainable
Development

Main Theme:
“Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-COVID”
This year sessions were organized around the 2021 High-Level Political Forum
thematic SDGs (1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17) plus SDG 5 (Gender Equality)
A plenary session discussed possibilities and needs
related to the 2030 Agenda implementation financing
Four Special Events gathered as part of the Forum: a Youth Roundtable, a
session on Innovative Data Solutions, the launch of the ESCWA Digital Arabic
Content Award for Sustainable Development, and a meeting to present steps
taken by ESCWA in implementing the UN reform at the regional level.
The Forum also hosted a High-Level Multistakeholder Dialogue on the
Decade of Action and a special event on the 2021 Food Systems Summit
Special thematic sessions discussed selected issues such as
sustainable development and conflicts, SDGs auditing, migrations,
private sector engagement, SDG-climate security nexus, Covid-19
environmental impacts, open science, and gender justice.

There was no official session on VNRs Reports
(5 ESCWA Member States will submit their
reports to the 2021 HLPF)

Main messages on the SDGs
implementation to be taken into account:
The Arab region is the only one in the
world where poverty keeps increasing,
and shows some of the highest levels
of income inequality, resulting in a
regression on SDG 1 (No poverty), and
seriously impacting SDG 10 (Reduced
inequalities).
To be on track, progress must be
accelerated for all SDGs.
There are huge data gaps to measure
most SDGs.

A detailed comparison of the 2021 Regional
Forums on Sustainable Development will
be available at www.cepei.org

