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The use of administrative records for 

statistical purposes provides inputs for 

decision-making in real-time. For this 

reason, today more than ever, it is urgent to 

strengthen the capacities of the National 

Statistical System in Africa and ALC.
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Use and purpose of 

administrative records
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High priority Medium priority Low priority

Inadequate funding for data 
production

68% 24% 8%

Technical capacities for administrative 
data producers to provide data 

extracts for statistical production

52% 44% 4%

Technical capacities for producers of 
statistics to use administrative data

52% 36% 12%

Legal provisions that are not 
conducive or adequate

36% 56% 8%

Lack of quality data or the poor priority 
given to the production of quality data

48% 40% 12%

Other (qualifications, technology, data 
use)

47% 42% 11%

consider Inadequate funding for data

production as a high priority challenge in the

production and use of administrative records

68%



November  5 – 7 | Mexico City, 2019

48 participants of 11 countries from

national statistical offices; ministries, departments,

and agencies; multilateral organizations;

international organizations; and private sector

Administrative data 
LAC-Africa exchange
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Peer-to-peer 

objectives

• Share knowledge and practical ideas

for strengthening administrative data

• Facilitate country-to-country pairings/

groupings for ongoing advice,

technical assistance, or other forms of

support.

• Bring in the Global Partnership partners

and key organizations from the LAC

and African regions

• Deepen understanding of countries’

specific needs to accelerate and scale

action on administrative data across

countries



Lessons learned

• Uncover commonalities

• Disseminate best practices

• Creation of regional public goods

• Work across government

• Promote a community of practice



Peer-to-peer 

results

Strengthen administrative
data in priority topics like
migration, civil
registration, education,
among others

Promote knowledge and
experiences exchanges
among NSOs, Ministries
and other agencies
about administrative
records

Plan learning exchanges
between countries to
modernize administrative
records

Opportunities to join
efforts with UNSD



Thank you!

Fredy Rodríguez

Data Coordinator

f.rodriguez@cepei.org

mailto:f.rodriguez@cepei.org


Collaborative on 
Administrative Data

World Data Forum



Motivation

• Scope of data needs for the
implementation of the 2030
Agenda underlines urgency to
strengthen the quality and
increase the use of administrative
data for statistical purposes

• As countries struggle to respond
to the COVID-19 pandemic and its
socio-economic effects,
administrative data sources are
more important than ever

• Both administrative and
statistical data systems face
unprecedented challenges:

• Unprecedented demand for
timely and disaggregated data

• Widespread disruptions to
administrative and statistical
processes



Overview of the 
collaborative

Objective:

Address both urgent and longer
term needs to access and use
administrative data for statistical
purposes in a coherent and cross-
cutting manner, building on
advances made in various sectors
and by different partners.

• Multi-stakeholder collaborative of
countries and regional and international
agencies. Co-convened by UNSD and
GPSDD

• Platform for collaboration and sharing of
knowledge and experiences

• Focus on simple, ready-to-implement
solutions that address priority gaps in
countries that make limited or no use of
administrative data sources for statistical
purposes

• Currently mainly including NSOs from
countries, encourage them to also involve
administrative data owners



3 main 
angles 
to 
approach
the work

Cross-cutting
Focusing on common challenges 
(e.g. data quality assessment)

Sectoral
Focusing on specific sources or sectors 
(e.g., health records)

System development level
Providing materials for different levels of 
maturity of the administrative data and statistical 
systems

New 
aspect

Building on
existing

Learning 
by doing



Creation of inventory 
of resources
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Resources by cross - cutting issue

• Most resources identified so far are
“theoretical” or “normative”

• Currently working to add more “practical”
resources like case studies, e-learning
materials, exercises, etc.



Current work

Three task teams established 
from the bigger collaborative:

• Task team 1: Institutional 
framework, coordination and 
partnerships

• Task team 2: Data management 
and standardization

• Task team 3: Technical 
interoperability and linking

Expected goals/outcomes:

• Identify specific challenges within
the focus area.

• Together explore useful solutions
drawing on existing guidance, tools,
case studies and experience.

• Agree on different approaches to
deliver support to the wider
collaborative and a broader
audience



Follow the 
work: 

https://unstats.un.
org/capacity-

development/ad
min-data

https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/admin-data


Thank you


