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Large volumes of high-velocity, 
complex and variable data - often 
called ‘big data’ - promise to help improve 
government service delivery, complement 
official statistics, and facilitate development in 
sectors such as health, urban development, 
transportation, and humanitarian response. 
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Interest in accessing and analysing large data sets for 
public purposes - big data for development (BD4D) - 
is still relatively new, but is accelerating now with the 
post-2015 development agenda calling for a ‘data 
revolution’ to draw on existing and new sources of 
data to monitor progress towards the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) that were ratified by the 
UN in September 2015.
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BD4D has produced a tremendous demand for computer 
scientists and statisticians who can understand and 
analyze large data sets. Yet, as big data scientists are in 
short supply in developing economies, much of the BD4D 
research is coming from northern institutions. This 
dynamic has meant that the issues deemed significant to 
the debate tend to be driven by northern concerns, rather 
than by southern voices. An extension of this problem is 
that there is also limited, if any, South-South linkages and 
collaborations in this space.
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Cepei, LIRNEasia, the Local Development Research 
Institute (LDRI), the African Institute for Mathematical 
Science (AIMS), and The Center of Internet and Society 
(CIS), with the support of the International 
Development Research Center (IDRC) of Canada, 
present the initiative Big Data for Development 
Network in the Global South, a Southern-led network 
with the objective of developing policy relevant research 
on big data for development.
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